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 What the Navajo Bible says is, "������������	
��� ����

��������� ��
�������������������
(vs. 34). "For the one who went to heaven was not David, . . ." This places the focus on 
Christ – the One who did go to heaven. I like that emphasis. But it doesn't quite echo the 
emphasis of the Greek. The Greek is quite simple here (��� ���� ���	
� ���
�� �	�� �����

��������). It doesn't say the One who went was not David; it says David did not go.�
 
 "For David did not ascend to heaven, . . ." There is a theology which says that he 
did. After all, David was a prototype of Christ. He was a man after God's own heart (see 
1 Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22). If David isn't saved, no one is saved. Saved people are in 
heaven, so that's where David is. David ascended to heaven. But Peter says, "David did 
not ascend to heaven." He did or did not. What did Peter mean by saying what he did? 
 
 

� 
��� ���� ������
 
 Let's get some background. David was king over Israel and Judah. The first king 
was Saul, but God rejected him. Next came David, and then Solomon. After this the land 
was divided – north and south. For the next several centuries there was one line of kings 
over Israel (in the north) and another line of kings over Judah (in the south). But here 
we're talking about David. David ruled over the whole land – north and south. 
 
 David's name is mentioned more than a thousand times in the Bible. Of the 150 
psalms in the Bible, David wrote 73 - just less than half. He was a king, a writer of 
psalms, and in many ways he was a prototype of Christ.  

                                                
1 Scripture quotations are from THE HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 
1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. 
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 These are the eight statements of this type that we find in the gospel of Matthew. 
There are three more in Mark, and four in Luke. Notice the last quotation especially. 
"'What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?' 'The son of David,' they 
replied." When people called Jesus the "Son of David," they were calling Him "Christ," 
i.e., the Anointed One, the One would one day come and sit on David's throne. 
 
 I mentioned earlier than in two passages David is called a man after God's own 
heart. I quote them below. 
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 What does all of this mean? It means that if anyone on this earth will ever be in 
heaven, it's David. But he is not there yet. "For David did not ascend to heaven, . . ." 
(Acts 2:34). This fact raises some important questions. 
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Unless David was among those raised to life when Jesus died (see Matt 27:51-

53), he is still sleeping peacefully in his tomb waiting for Jesus to come. Jesus Himself 
speaks repeatedly about raising the dead at the last day. Here are four such verses: 
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 It is at the last day that Jesus comes and personally raises our departed loved 
ones to eternal life, just as He promised. Notice how He does this. Paul says those we 
love, who have died, are changed 
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 According to this verse, it is not until we hear the trumpet call of God that those 
we love, who have died, are changed. Until then they have not been changed and have 
not gone to heaven. Where are they? They are in their graves waiting, like David, for 
Jesus to come at the last day. 
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Think of it this way. If our loved ones were already in heaven, why would Jesus 

need to come back to the earth to raise them to life? If they have life already, why would 
Jesus need to come and give it to them? "Who hopes for what he already has?" (Rom 
8:24). The popular belief that people go directly to heaven when they die sounds 
comforting, but it removes any need for the second coming of Jesus. Removing our 
need for the second coming is not a useful thing to do. It is very clearly a biblical 
teaching. 
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Returning to our starting point, if David did not ascend to heaven automatically 
when he died, no one ascends to heaven automatically when they die. That's not how 
we get there. We go to heaven together with our loved ones who have died believing in 
Jesus, at the last day, when He personally comes to escort us there. The problem with 
holding a different view is not that we got some technicality wrong. The problem is that 
any teaching which minimizes the importance of the second coming takes something 
away from Jesus. Any teaching which does that can't be right. 


