Chapter 9
Studying God's Word

God speaks to us in a number of ways. One of these
ways is through nature, which surrounds us. (Read Rom
1:20.) Another way is through the events of our lives, the
things that happen to us every day. He also speaks to us

through the Holy Spirit's influence on our hearts.

But above all, God speaks to us through His written
Word—the Bible. Study the Bible. Know for yourself what it
says. "We must not accept the word of any person as to what
the Bible teaches. We must study the Word of God for
ourselves. If we allow others to think for us, our minds will
become weak, and we will not be able to do hard

study" (Steps to Jesus, p. 89).

The Bible is a book you can study for yourself, even if
you don't have a lot of school education. "The Bible was
written for everybody, not just for well-educated people. The

great truths that tell us how to be saved are as clear as
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Wolta'ii 9
Diyin Bizaad Bohojiit'aahgo

Diyin God éi fahg66 yee nihich'i' yatti'. Nahasdzaan
yii' adayiilaaigii t'aa attsog66 daholdonii Diyin binitsékees
yee fishjani adayooliit. (Rom 1:20 yinitta'.) Aadoo t'aa akwi ji
niha ahoot'jidigii binahji' Diyin nihich'i' hanadzih. Atd¢'
Nitch'i Diyinii t'aa bi nihini' biyi'ji' nihich'i' hanaanadzih.

Ako nidi Diyin God bee hach'i' hanadzihigii aldahdi
at'éii éi Bizaad bee ak'e'ashchinigii at'é. T'aa ni Saad Diyinii
bee ak'e'ashchinée hazh6'6 bihwiidiil'aat d66 boéhot'aahigii
nabinitah doo; t'4d ni Bizaad biyi'd66 naninitinigii nit
bééhodooziil. "Diné ta' shaa' Diyin God Bizaad koniigi at'é,
niigo nit halne'go, doo bil bééh6zing6é daats'i anii teh. Ako
Diyin yee haadzi'igii t'44 ni nanitkaah doo. Hai shii t'aa
atahji' diné ndanata' ha nitsékeesgo dko hani' doo bidziil da
jileeh, d66 nitsidahakees bidziilii doo bizhneel'da da jileeh
1a" (Steps to Jesus, p. 89).

T'44 ni Diyin Bizaad bihwiidiil'dalgo at'é, azha doo
yéego finitta' da shii nidi. "Diyin Bizaad éi diné wodahgo
da'iitta'ii doo éf t'éf ba alyaa da. Diné t'aa altso ba alyaa.
Diyin Bizaad éi t'ad aaniinii ay66 at'éii bee yisda'iildéhigii
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noonday. No one will lose the way except those who follow
their own judgment instead of the way God has plainly
shown" (Steps to Jesus, p. 89).

It's true that we can learn from the Bible for ourselves,
but that doesn't mean we can learn from it by ourselves. We
need the help of God's Holy Spirit, "the Spirit of truth" (John
14:17), to understand God's Word correctly. It is possible to
misunderstand what the Bible says. That is why we need the
Spirit's help. Never study the Bible without first asking God
to help you understand what you read. When you ask for
His help in Jesus' name the Holy Spirit will make things clear

to you.

Studying the Bible for yourself, with the Holy Spirit's
help, will make your mind grow strong. "Not much good can
come from a careless reading of the Bible. We may read the
whole Bible through and not see its beauty or understand its
deep meaning. It is better for us to study one verse of
Scripture until we understand what it means and what it

tells us about the plan of salvation. This kind of study will
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hach'i' iishjani ayooliit. Johonaa'éi alni'ni'dago adinidiingo
‘azhdoogali da, t'4d hazh6'6 diné ta' Diyin Bizaad bilaahgo

shil éého6zin ninigii t'éiya" (Steps to Jesus, p. 89).

T'ad ho Diyin God Bizaad joolta'go bihwiizhdoot-
‘datgo ya'at'ééh, nidi t'aa sahigo — Nilch'i Diyinii t'aa géedgo
t'60 jotta'go — éi doo biighah da. Nilch'i Diyinii, "t'44 aaniinii
iishjaa ayooliitii" (John 14:17), haka analwo'go t'éiya Diyin
Bizaad nizhoénigo bik'izhdi'dootiit. Doo 4akoét'éégdd baa
nitsidzikeesgo haz'aa la. Ei biniinaago Nilch'i Diyinii haka
analwo'go t'éiya ts'ida ya'at'éehgo bik'izhdi'dootift. Ako t'ah
doo Diyin Bizaad aa anilééhgo6, Nitch'i Diyinii shika
adiilwot d66 Nizaad shich'{' iishjani adiiliit, bidini. Jesus

bizhi'igii binahji' yinikeedgo nitsaago nika adoolwot.

T'aa ho Diyin Bizaad nijéttahgo, Nilch'i Diyinii beego,
ako hani' éi bidziil yileeh. "Nidi t'66 tsxiitgo ajotta'go t'aadoo
bik'izh'diitijhi da. Diyin Bizaad t'aa si'éa nit'éé' yizhdoot-
tahgo shii ha bohénéedza, nidi na'nitin ya'at'éehii doo t'aa
at'é bik'izhdi'dootiit da. T'4a dikwii saad dah naazhaa'go t'éi
jotta’ dod yéego baa nitsidzikees dooleel. Diyin Bizaad
biyi'd66 1a' bohojiit'da'go bik'izh'diitanigii nabizhnitaah d66

bee jiinda doo. T'aa akot'éego Diyin Bizaad binahojiil'aahgo
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help us more than reading many pages without any real

purpose" (Steps to Jesus, p. 90).

"We cannot understand the Bible unless we study it
carefully and pray for wisdom. Some parts of the Bible are so
plain that anyone can understand them. But other parts need
deep study, with some verses being compared with
others" (Steps to Jesus, p. 90). After studying this way, think
prayerfully about what you've read. Anyone who does this

will learn valuable things from the Bible.

We need both of the things we have just mentioned.
The first thing is careful research. (This means not just
reading quickly, but stopping to compare one passage with
another.) The second thing we need is prayerful reflection.
(This means fixing texts in our minds and thinking about

what they mean during the day, with the Holy Spirit's help.)

Study is like eating. If you study but don't remember
what you learned, that won't help you. What good would it
do to chew up food without swallowing it? You can never

get strength from your food if you don't swallow and digest
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dod bee jiindago t'éi iljf 1& — t'dd adzaagod, tsxiilgo shii

ajotta'go, t'dadoo biniyéhi da" (Steps to Jesus, p. 90).

"Ayo6o jotta'go doo nijitkaah biniyé sozdilzingo t'éiya
Diyin Bizaad bik'izhdi'dootiit. Bee ak'e'ashchinigii bitahd66
la' ts'ida t'ad bééhozinigo bik'izh'diitiih teh. Nidi ta'da yee
ak'e'ashchinigii doo bééh6zing66 nidantt'ah 1a. Diidi doo hah
bik'izhdi'doot{it da. Saad dah naazhjaa'igii atch'{' naninil.
Hazh6'6 yinilta'go dé6 baa nitsinikeesgo bihwiidiit-
'aal." (Steps to Jesus, p. 90). A4do6 bik'iji' sodizin k'ehgo baa
nitsinikees doo. T'ad akot'éego Diyin Bizaad nanitkaahgo

ts'ida iliinii bik'idiinaat at'é.

Dii naakigo haz'dnigii haninée bidin jili. J6 altsé,
Diyin Bizaad biyi'd66 1a' hazh6'6 bihwiizhdoot'aat. (Doo
t'dadoo biniyéhig66 yizhdoottah da, nidi saad dah
naazhjaa'igii atch'i' nijiinilgo, yéego nijitkaahgo, ya'at'éehgo
bits'aadéé' ihwiizhdoot'adl.) Naaki goéne' éiya, jiilta'igii
bik'izhdi'dootiil biniyé sozdilzin dooleet. (Ako Nilch'i Diyinii
haka analwo'go, jiitta' yée doo baazhdiyoonah da.)

Ha'at'ii shii t'66 tsxiitgo jiitta'igii shii, t'‘4adoo hazh6'6
bik'izh'diitaa'gdo, t'66 baazhdiyoonah teh. Dii akoéijit'figo éi

azh'niiyaa'go jii'aal, nidi doo jiilna'igii, yil aheelt'éé la. Jo
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it; no strength comes from just chewing. It's the same way
with the Bible. You should read it carefully, but don't just
read. Also think about it through the day and let the Holy
Spirit apply it to your life.

If you study God's Word this way you will get help
and strength from it. First ask the Holy Spirit to teach you.
Next study carefully (don't just read through quickly). And
then, think prayerfully about what you have read.

"Nothing will strengthen the mind more than study of
the Scriptures. No other book can lift the thoughts as does
the Bible. If God's Word were studied as it should be, people
would have broader minds and more noble characters. Bible
study helps a person to have a purpose in life" (Steps to Jesus,
p- 89). This kind of firmness and wisdom is something we

don't see nearly often enough.

David said: "I have hidden your word in my heart that
I might not sin against you" (Psalm 119:11). Spend time
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akot'éego doo hadziil jileeh da! Diyin Bizaad d66 ch'iyaan
t'4a aheelt'éego cho'{ nahalin. Hazh¢'6 jidoottah, nidi doo t'66
jidoottah da. Ald¢' sodizinee baa nitsizdookos 4adoo

bik'ehgo hwe'iina' iit'th doo.

Diigi at'éego Diyin Bizaad bohojiit'aahgo bits'aadoo it
ééhozin doo6 diyin k'ehgo adziil nizhdidooléét 1a. Attsé
Nilch'i Diyinii yéego na'nitinigii baa nijookaahgo yinilta".
Aadoo bik'ji' tahda yinilta'da sodizin k'ehgo baa tsinidikos

dooleel.

"Diyin Bizaad éi hazh6'6 bohojiit'aahgo éi bee hani'
bidziil yileeh. Naaltsoos wolta'igii t'66 ahayoi, nidi t'd4adoo
ta' Diyin Bizaad yit aheelt'éhi da. Dii Saadigii t'éi alaahgo
hanitsékees dego koyiit'f d66 hojiyaago ahosin teh, haala t'aa
si'ad nit'éé' t'4a aanii at'é. T'ad aaniinii biyi'di daho6loonii éi
daditd do6 danitsaa nahalin. Diné fa' Diyin Bizaad ts'ida
hazh6'6go nijitkaah ladaa' ako hani' bidziil dooleet, d66
hanitsékees nitt6li dooleet, d66 doo hol naaki nilini da
doo" (Steps to Jesus, p. 89). Diné kot'éego bit ééhozinii doo la'i
da.

David, aldahgo naat'danii yée, ani: "Doo nich'i' adit

1221 "

ni'iisiih da doo biniyé nizaad shijéi bii' nidél'{i (Psalm
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with Jesus and think about the way He lived. Doing this will
not leave you unchanged. If you want to be like Jesus, keep
Him in your thoughts. If you want to keep Jesus in your

thoughts, read about Him in His Word.
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119:11). Jesus hot yi'ashgo d66 baa nitsidzikeesgo t'éiya t'aa
bigi ajit'é jidooleel. Jesusgi anisht'ée dooleet jinizingo, bi baa
nitsidzikees d66 bi bééjilniih doo. Ako Jesus baa nitsinikees

dooleet ninizingo, Bizaad éi hazh6'6 yinitta'.

87



