Chapter 7
Obeying God

When a person really becomes converted to Christ it
will show in the way he lives. "We cannot see the wind, but
we can see what it does. We cannot see the Spirit of God as
He works on the heart, but His power brings us new life.
That power creates a new person in the image of God.
Although we cannot see or hear the working of the Spirit, we

can see what He has done" (Steps to Jesus, p. 54).

Jesus once said: "The wind blows wherever it pleases.
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit" (John 3:8). You can't see the Spirit but you can see
what He does. When a person really belongs to Jesus, and is
guided by His Spirit, people will know. A life with Jesus in it
is different from a life without Him. These two ways of

living are not the same.
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Wélta'ii 7
Diyin God Bik'eh Hojil'jjgo

T'a4 aanii Jesus joosdlaadgo tahgo at'éego jiinda doo.
"Nilch'i Diyinii t'd4adoo hodéezyéelgo hajéi yinaalnish, nidi
binaanishigii éi t'aa yit'fi yileeh. Nitch'i Diyinii é diné fa' bijé{
aniidigo andyiidlaago, ya'at'éehgo jiinanigii bee bééhozin
doo. T'aa ho hajéi doo tahgo at'éego anajodle’ at'ée da, doo
nidi Diyin bich'i' dashddya' at'ée da. Ako doo adefjodlii da;
ada ajoolniligii doo éi binahji' Diyin God baa bil h6zh¢o da
la. Nidi Diyin bibee'ajooba'igii éi hajéi bii' hazlii'go jiinanigi
at'éego bee bééhozin doo" (Steps to Jesus, p. 54).

Jesus ani: "Niyol t'4a bi nizing66 niyol, t'66 dinits'a'go
éi dinits'a’, nidi deeyoldéé¢' d6o iiyolgdo éi doo nit bééhdzin
da, &ko Nilch'i Diyinii bee nidahachiihii ald6é' t'aa
akodaat'é" (John 3:8). Azha Nitch'i Diyinii doo yit'{i da nidi,
t'44 bééhozinigo naalnish. Diné 1a' t'44 aanii Jesus bif' jiliigo,
d66 Nilch'i Diyinii bikéé' joogaalgo, ako hak'éi bit
béédahozin doo. Jesus bee jiindago, do6o6 Jesus t'aa gééd

jiindago, doo aheelt'ée da la. Naaki at'aa at'é.
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"It is true that we may act in the right way without the
power of God. We may do good so that other people will
think well of us. We may even avoid evil because we want to
look right in the sight of our friends. Even a selfish person
may give to a good cause, or help the needy. How can we

know, then, whose side we are on" (Steps to Jesus, p. 55)?

"Who owns our hearts? Whom are we thinking about?
Whom do we love to talk about? Who has our warmest love
and our best work? If we are Christ's, we think often about
Him, and our kindest thoughts are of Him. We have laid at
His feet all we have and are. We want to be like Him and
have His Spirit in us. We desire to follow His way and to

please Him in everything" (Steps to Jesus, p. 55).
At this point there are two mistakes to avoid. (1) The

tirst is that something we do can make God accept us, that

we can obey God without His help. Those who hold this
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"Jesus bibee adziil hwii' adingo, la'igo6 daats'i
ya'adaat'éehii hanaanish dooleel. J6 hak'éi, hot nidaal-
nishiida, ya'at'éehgo shaa nitsidaakees dooleel t'aa éi t'éi
biniyé nizhénigo binaat nijighda doo daats'i. Ya'anisht'ééh
jinizingo adaa nitsidzikeesgo shii &jit'{i dooleel. Doo 1a d¢'
shi da jinizingo adaa nitsidzikeesgo éi t'aa atahiji' hak'éi bika
anijilwo'go shii, éi ayo66'azhdd'niigo akoéijit'{i dooleet 1a.
Akoosh hajéi ts'ida haash yit'éego bee bééhozin doo?" (Steps
to Jesus, p. 55).

"Hajéi 1a hai bi? Hai 14 baa nitsidzikees feh? Hai baa
yajitti'go hot ya'at'ééh? Hai 1a alaahgo hot nizhoni, d66 hai
bizhneedljigo baa nijigha? Christ é hwii' nilfigo bi baa
nitsinizdikos, d66 hajéi bii' h6lonigii éf Christ bizhdéet'i' doo.
Hwee daholoonii t'aa altso, t'aa hoé nidi atdd', Christ bee
boholniih doo. Bi hinanigi at'éego hinishnda doo jinizin,
biNilch'i Diyinii bee nizhdidzih nahalin dooleet d66 ha
yinizingi at'éego nijighda doo; t'aa altsoji' bit hézhoogo ba
adeeshliil jinizin doo" (Steps to Jesus, p. 55).

K'ad inda ni'iidzihigii naaki h6l9, 4ko bits'aa naninéa
doo. (1) T'a41a'1 gone' nilinigii éi, t'ad ya'at'éehgo aashniligii
binahji' Diyin God shaa a'adh nizin doo jiniigo, Aka

Analwo'ii t'4d gééd nidi. Diné 1a' t'ad akot'éego jinizinigii
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view have a wrong idea of what God can accept, and also of
what it means to obey. For something to be acceptable to
God it has to be perfect — absolutely without fault. If we
occasionally do something good, this fact does not change all
the other things we do that are bad. So doing good things is

not enough.

In any event, obedience does not just mean doing
good things. It means serving God from your heart. The
problem is that loving God does not come naturally to us; it
is something the Holy Spirit must put in our hearts. Without
this principle of love for God there can be no such thing as
real obedience. (Read 1 Cor 13:1-3.) Obedience is the result of

Jesus living in us by His Spirit.

Which do you think comes first? Do we start obeying
so we can receive Christ? Not at all! We come to Christ as we
are. Without Him no one can obey God. Jesus must come

tirst. People are not saved by what they do.

(2) The second mistake to avoid is that we don't need

to obey at all, with or without God's help. There are only two

62



Diyin éi baa bil h6zhoéonii doo bik'izh'diitith da; ak'eh hol'{
ald6' doo bik'inaazh'diitijh da. Diyin éi ts'ida ba'at'e’ adaa-
dinii t'éiya baa bit h6zh¢o6 1a. T'66 t'aa tahidida ya'at'éehgo
anijiit'jjhigii shii, t'44 alahji' nich¢'igo baa nijighdago doo
haajigo fahgo at'éego iiléeh da. J6 hahgoda ya'at'éehgo ajoo-

nitigii doo t'a4 éi biniinaa hool'aago6o iina biih jidoogaat da.

Ak'eh hojil'{ é doo t'66 diida, éida ho'di'nfigo anijii-
t'iihigii 6olyée da; hajéit'aahdi ay66'6'6'ni bee Diyin God ba
nijil'a'igii 6olyé. Ay66'6'6'ni doo t'66 hwii'déé¢' haleeh da;
Nilch'i Diyinii hwee haleeh. Ako diné ta' azha ya'at'éehgo
ajooniil nidi, ay66'6'6'ni t'4d géedgo, doo Diyin bik'eh
hojil'inigii at'é. (1 Cor 13:1-3 yinilta'.) Jesus hwii' holéogo
t'éiya ak'eh hojil'{ bizhneel'aa jileeh.

Haidisha' aldaji' dooleet ninizin? Ak'eh hojit'i daats'i
altsé, 44do6o6 inda Christ hwee haleehigii daats'i? Dii éi ts'ida
dooda! Jesus attsé hwee hazlii'go t'éiya ak'eh hojil'{
bizhneel'da jidooleel. Jesus éi alaaji'. Diné fa' t'4a ho habee

adziil bee 4jit'inigii ts'ida doo bee yisda'iildéeh da.

(2) Ni'iidzihigii naaki gone' nilinigii é{ dii: Ak'eh hol']

doo ilii da jinii feh — Jesus t'aa bilgo, Jesus t'ad géedgoda. Jo
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choices. A person can live in obedience, or in sin. It's true
that God loves sinners, but He hates sin. He will accept the
one, but never the other. Jesus Himself lived a life of
obedience. His will and His Father's will were the same.

What the Father wanted, Jesus also wanted.

Was it hard for Jesus to do His Father's will? No, it
wasn't. The Father's will was His will too. Was the Father's
law hard for Jesus to keep? No. It was entirely natural for
Jesus to keep it. (Read Matthew 5:17; Psalm 119:97.) Christ
had to struggle constantly against Satan, but He never

struggled against His Father.

There are certainly times when we struggle against the
Father! The difference is that we are sinful, while He is holy.
This difference has separated us and, if we cling to our sins,
it will continue to separate us. Jesus came to this world to
remove the separation, so there would be nothing between
Him and His people keeping them apart. He came to restore

harmony between earth and heaven.
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bila'ashdla'ii Diyin yik'eh dahét'{ daats'i, é doodago baahagi
at'éii bee adidaholniih daats'i. Dif naakigo haz'anigii t'éi holo.
Diyin éi diné baahagi adaadzaaigii ayo66'aday6'ni, nidi
baahagi at'éii t'aa bi éi yijoota. Jesus ak'eh hol'inigii bit nilf
do6o6 bit héshd. Nihitaaghahdadaa' Jesus éi biTaa' t'aa atahji'
yik'eh hot'figo naaghaa nit'éé'. Bi iinizinii d66 biTaa' finizinii
t'aa aheelt'éego yee 1a'1 nilif nit'éé'".

Da' Jesus éi biTaa' yik'eh hot'{igoosh bif nantt'ah nit'éé’
daats'i? Dooda. Bi {inizinii d66 biTaa' {inizinii t'4a aheelt'éé
nit'éé'. BiTaa' bibee haz'aaniish Jesus ba nantt'ah? Dooda laa!
T'aa bi bijéi bii' holonigii biniinaa aTaa' bibee haz'aanii ay6o
bil ya'at'ééh. (Matthew 5:17; Psalm 119:97 yinitta'.) Christ é{
nihitaaghdhdadaa' tahda hwe'ana'i hach'i' nahwiilnda teh
nit'éé’; nidi bi d66 biTaa' ts'ida t'ad aheelt'éego t'aa attsoni

yaa nitsékeesgo, doo al'aa at'ée da nit'éé'".

Ako nidi nihi d66 nihiTaa' 1a t'4a al'aa at'éego baa
nitsideiikeesgo at'é ni! J6 nihi baahagi adaniit'é, bi éi baah
at'e' adin. Ako ha'at'ihida doo tahgo anééhgoogo t'ahdii nidi
bil atts'aaji niidlji doo nit'éé'. Jesus dii nahasdzaan yikaa'ji'
niya, tahgo at'éego anihidooliil yiniyé, ako nihi é aTaa' bit
atts'aaji niidlinigii nidoot'ih. Jesus éi nahasdzaan doéo

ya'aashii yit k'é nadhodooteet yiniyé niya.
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So what sort of change did Jesus have in mind? Did
He come here to change His Father's law so that sinners
could continue breaking it and still be saved? Or did He
come to change us? Why should He change Himself? We are
the ones who are sinful. He wants us to come to know Him
here and come to love His law — the way He does things — so

we will enjoy being in heaven with Him later.

What Jesus had in mind was not to get rid of His
Father's law, which condemns sin, but to help sinners stop

breaking that law and live changed lives. (Read John 17:15.)

The Bible says: "The sinful mind is hostile to God. It
does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God" (Romans
8:7-8). But God also says: "I will put my laws in their minds
and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they
shall be my people" (Hebrews 8:10).
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Akohgo Jesus éi ha'at'iish lahgo fidooliit yiniyé niya?
Da' biTaa'ish bibee haz'aanii daats'i — bila'ashdla'ii niidliinii,
tah nidi baahagi at'éii baa deiniikdahgo yisdahidiikah
biniyé? Ei doodago, lahgo ananihidoodliit daats'i? J6 Diyin
God doo fahgo anéeh da; nihi t'éiya. Kot'éego aTaa' t'aa Bi
do66 bibee haz'aanii t'ah nidi ba'at'e’ adingo nihi é&f

yisdahidiikah.

Jesus éi biTaa' bibee haz'aanii doo adoodijiligii yika
aat'iid da. J6 bee haz'aanii baahagi at'éii ya nihoni'aa la. Yika
aat'jidigii éi nihi !ahgo at'éego jiindago aadod t'aadoo
baahagi anaajit'figo at'é. Diidi ts'ida alaahgo laanaa niha

yinizin. (John 17:15 yinitta'.)

Diyin Bizaad akoni: "Haala ts'isee k'ehgo nidzinii éi
Diyin God ye'ana'i nilj; éi Diyin God yee has'aanii doo
yihoiniih da, t'4a'aanii doo done' at'ée da. Ako ts'isee k'ehgo
dajiindanii Diyin God doo bit dahojish¢o le' at'ée
da" (Romans 8:7-8). Ako nidi akénaadini: "Ei yootkaligii
adayiiskaad6o bik'iji' dii bee aha'deet'a niliinii fzrel dine'é
bee bit ahadadi'deesht'aat, ni BOholniihii: Bee hosél'aanii
bintsikees biih dadeeshiéél aado6é dabijéi biyi'di bee
bik'eda'deeshchiit. BiDiyin God nishlii doo, 4ad6o6 bi
shidine'é daniljj doo" (Hebrews 8:10).
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God has not changed His law—so that we could avoid
being condemned for breaking it. Instead, by His Holy Spirit,
He changes us. When we accept God's free gift of eternal life
we will obey Him just like Jesus Himself always did. This is

the way He wants all His followers to live.

68



Diyin God bibee haz'danii doo tahgo adzaa da, nihi
doo bit al'aa 4daniit'ée da doo biniyé; bee adaniit'éhigi at'éii
niha fahgo {ilééh 1a. lina doo ninit'i'ii t'aa jitk'e hwee hazlii'go
inda Diyin God bik'eh hojil'{i dooleel — Jesus aat'iidgi at'éego.

Shikéé' nidaakaiigii t'aa akot'éego dahinaa doo niha yinizin.

Sego Lily. State flower of Utah.
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